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Statement of Significance 

The Holtite Manufacturing Company, better known as the 

Cat's Paw Rubber Company, located on the corner of Warner and 

Ostend Streets in South Baltimore was once the largest firm 

in the United States engaged exclusively in the manufacture 

of rubber and composition heels and soles. Close to both the 

railroad and harbor, the company easily imported raw rubber 

from the Far East and shipped its product nationwide. Although 

now manufactured by the American Bilt-Rite Corporation, Cat's 

Paw, the brand name of Holtite's soles and heels is still a 

familar trade-mark in shoe repair shops throughout North Ameri­

ca and Europe. The "Get a Grip on Yourself" products have made 

this former Baltimore company familar to thousands of she wear­

ers . 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Cat's Paw Rubber Factory is two buildings on the corner 
of Warner and Ostend Streets in South Baltimore. The older 
original building is at the northern end of the complex, the 
newer one at the south. 

The East Facade of the old building is of a heavy timber 
frame, four stories high and seven bays wide. The roof is 
flat and there is a corbled brick cornice. The top two floors 
are empty. The new building is three stories high and eight 
bays high with two loading docks onto the street. It is used 
for storage. 

The North Facade is fourteen bays wide altogether. The older 
section is four bays wide and four stories high, with a door at 
one end. In the newer section the original 9/9 paired sash 
windows have been replaced, and there is a fire escape. The 
far right section of the north facade is the latest addition, a 
long low storage building with a garage door. 

. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Ironically, the Cat's Paw Rubber Company, as Holtite was known 
in Baltimore, underwent its greatest period of expansion during 
the 1930's as a result of greater consumer demand to resole soles. 
The company opened a Canadian factory in Drumondsville -Quebec 

and in 1934 diversified the Warner Street plant to include pro-
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Power Pictoral, no. 55 (June, 1946), pp. 14-16 
Querv file, Md Room, Enoch Pratt Free Library 
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duction of a combination metal plate /rubber heel. This partic­
ular heel, the "2 in 1 Stratewalk", was patented by the firm in 
1936. 

Shortly after, the company again enlarged its Baltimore opera­
tion. This included a new warehouse, the installation of a Poan-
berry mixer and variable speed mill to mix raw materials and the 
construction of an electric substation with three-phase convert­
ers. In the early 1940's, the company added a new compressor 
building, mill and 2nd story addition to the central wing of the 
main building. Final alterations to the factory included the 
installation of a cooling system, with water and air pipes in 1955. 

The Cat's Paw Rubber Company was the country's largest produc­
er of rubber soles and shoes throughout the early twentieth cen­
tury. Rubber was shipped to Baltimore from the Far East and 
brought to the plant via the railroad. The raw materials, rubber 
and oils, were then mixed in large batches in a mill where it was 
worked and rolled to proper thickness and consistency. The rub­
ber then underwent a second mixing in a smaller mill before being 
passed through the stamping press. Stamped out soles were later 
cured under heat and pressure. Holtite's market expanded over the 
years to include parts of Europe, South America, the Phillipines, 
as well as North America. 

In 1967, the American Bilt-rite Rubber Company of Chelsea, Mas­
sachusetts bought the Holtite Manufacturing Company, better known 
as the Cat's Paw Rubber Company. For six years the factory con­
tinued to produce heels and soles under the Cat's Paw trademark. 
In 1973, the factory was bought by the Maryland Cup Corporation 
which presently uses the buildings for making foam drinking cups. 



Ho-c^Jec H rwJ— 

o 

HOLTITE M A S U 
HI M A I S FACTO 
•ICOND STORY AC 

t l l ' R I N G COMPXNY OCCI HE 
Is SHOWN HFR<. . RECE.M 

TIO.N TO THE CENTR.AI WV 

> A.N AREA OF SEVERAI CITY BLC 
ADDITIONS INCLUDE THE COMPRESSOR 

G OF THE M A I N BUILDING, W H E R E TH M I L L 

C A T S PAW PRODUCTION DOUBLED BY HECEN 
A D D I T I O N S AT HOLTITE M F G . CO. 

"Ca t ' s Paw," the brand name fit th I M P R O V E M E N T S and expansions, in­
cluding a new building to house machine 

shop, heating plant and motor-driven 
compressor equipment, com eted last 
fall by Holt i te Manufacturing Company, 
add over 1,300 kw to this customer's con­
nected electric load and almost double 
their output capacity. 

This firm, which celebrated its 
anniversary two years ago, has grown 
from a modest beginning to become prob­
ably the largest in the United States en­
gaged exclusivel} 

product, is a familiar t r a d e m a r k in she 
shops al! over the nation. :-• 

Besides providing additional workii 
space, the new construction made possib 
the rearrangement of operations to i 
pedite line production. An extensive c< 
veyor system, utilizing motor drive a 

2 , t n gravity, was installed. The movement 

M, 

rubber .nc i m p 

in the manufacture of 
isition heels and soles. 

b 
\ 

K^ggfr-P****'*1 

fir-

J. from the Banbury mixer on the floor above, a 
batch of material drops into this big rubber mill uhere 
it is worked and rolled to proper consistency and thick­
ness. Sole strip of finished material leaving roll. 

2. The synchronous motor driving the Banbui-v 
mixer is a dual unit —300-600 hp—to provide low-
speed or high-speed operation. 

3. Stamping rub­
ber soles. Material 
for this machine is 
brought from the big 
mill {Fig. T arid 
given additional 
working on a small 
rubber mill at left of 
this view. The strip 
thai is taken from 
the rolls passes di­
rectly through the 
stamping press. 
Stamped out soles 
are later cured un­
der heat and pres-

«s&sai 

1. Instrument 
control is maintaine, 
r,n water and air lit 

bo 

!? 

.• of raw material, including 
•'• •'•' crude rubber and synthetic rubber, 

' carried in stock. Electric lift trucks 
•used in the warehouse for loading 

• • unloading truck, and freight cars. 

\s 

•%*?0' 

$o?^?. 



B-1410 





1. SITE 1.0. NO 

B-1410 
NAER INVENTORY u.a. uepartment 01 tne interior 

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
2. INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 

Manu facturing 
3. PRIORITY 4. DANGER OF DEMOLITION? 

(SPECIFY THREAT) 
DYES I NO • UNKNOWN 

5. DATE 6. GOVT SOURCE OF THREAT OWNER ADMIN 

7. OWNER/ADMIN 

Sweetheart Realty Company 
8. NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE 

HOLTITE MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
(Cat's Paw Rubber Heals Building) 

9. OWNER'S ADDRESS 

10100 Reisterstown Road 

10. STATE 

COUNTY 
M H COUNTY NAME CITY/VICINITY 

I Baltimore 
CONG. 

IDIST. 
STATE 

COUNTY 
M COUNTY NAME 

Baltimore 
CITYWICIN1TY 

I Owings Mil ls 
11. SITE ADDRESS (STREET & NO ) 

Warner and Ostend Streets 

12. EXISTING 
SURVEYS 

I CONG. | : : : - : ; : i " , M " 
DIST. I 

I I 111riVifriViiMI 

• NR Q N H L r jHABS f j H A E R - l Q H A E R Q N P S D C L B 

Q C O N F • STATE • COUNTY O LOCAL • OTHER 

I SIGN 

•X 
SIGN 

Mi 

13. SPECIAL FEATURES (DESCRIBE BELOW) 

• INTERIOR INTACT •EXTERIOR INTACT • ENVIRONS INTACT 

14 UTMZONE 

UTMZONE 

EASTING 

EASTING 

NORTHING 

NORTHING 

SCALE | 1 : 2 4 • 1:62.5 

• OTHER 
Q U A ° r, i ^ . ' , , 

NAME Baltimore West 
SCALE • 1 . 2 4 • 1:62.5 

• OTHER 
QUAD 
NAME 

15. CONDITION 70 • EXCELLENT 71QGOOD 72 • FAIR 7 3 Q DETERIORATED 74QRUINS 75 • UNEXPOSED 7 6 Q ALTERED t : D DESTROYED 85QDEMOLISHED 

16. INVENTORIED BY 

Linda Daur 
.AFFILIATION 

j Baltimore Industrial Museum 
DATE 

November 1980 
17 DESCRIP HON AND BACKGROUND HISTORY, INCLUDING CONSTRUCTION DATE(S). HISTORICAL DATE(S). PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS. 

MATERIALS. EXTANT EQUIPMENT, AND IMPORTANT BUILDERS. ENGINEERS. ETC. 

See Statement of Significance 

(CONTOVERJ 

18. ORIGINAL USE 

Rubber shoo heel factory 
PRESENT USE 

Paper goods factory 
ADAPTIVE USE 

19 REFERENCES-HISTORICAL REFERENCES. PERSONAL CONTACTS. AND/OR OTHER 

Query file, Enoch Pratt Free Library 
Interview with Paul J. Fineman, Past president of Holtite Mfg. Co. 
Power Pictorial, No. 55 (June 1946) pp. 14-16 

20 URBAN AREA 50.000 
POP. OR MORE? BYES DNO 

24 LOCATED IN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT? 

21. 

• YES 

22. PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY 

• NO NAME 

• YES. LIMITED 

• NO 

• YES. UNLIMITED 

• UNKNOWN 

DISTRICT 1.0. NO 

(CONTOVER) 

23 EDITOR 

INDEXER 

FHR-8-260 1/79 HCRS REG 



B-1410 

Significance The Holtite Mfg. Co., better known as the Cat's Paw Rubber Co., located on the corner of Warner and 
Ostend Streets in Southi.Baltimore was once the largest firm in the United States engaged exclusively in the manufacture 
of rubber and composition heels and soles. Close to both the railroad and harbor, the company easily imported raw 
rubber from the Far East and shipped its product nationwide. Although now manufactured by the American Bilt-Rite 
Corporation, Cat's Paw, the brand name of Holtite's soles and heels, is still a familiar trademark in shoe repair 
shops throughout North America and Europe. The "Get a Grip on Yourself products have made this former Baltimore 
r ^ m p a n y f a m i l i a r 1-r. f h n n g a n ^ g r . f c h n o w a r p r c . | . 
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